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of a warrior nation.   But this does not  explain any-
thing.
The theories of primitive religions are extremely
divergent; l yet all will probably agree in saying that
when men begin to believe in spirits and in gods they
are seeking for the causes of unexplained events and
occurrences. It is their need of causality, of knowing
the why and wherefore of things, combined with their
scant experience of causation, that leads to these assump-
tions. Man cannot help discovering that he is not all-
powerful ; on the contrary, he is constantly made to
feel that he is weak and powerless ; countless events are
taking place without or even against his will; he is
threatened and often destroyed by dangers, and good
comes to him which is not of his own doing. The world
in which he lives is not made by him; sun and stars
rise and set, the seasons pass without his being able to
interfere; a storm destroys his village, a stroke of
lightning sets it ablaze ; he falls suddenly ill; he passes
his nights in terror, he hears the roar of wild animals
1 Of all these theories the most plausible seems to be the one set forth
by Gabriel Tarde in his Lois des imitations (Paris, 1890), vol. i. p. 292,
He is of opinion that the exalted respect paid to the father and progenitor
led to the worship of the dead, that the terrific beasts of prey of those times
were regarded as demons, which again later on led to the deification of
domestic animals, lastly that imposing strangers were deified. Tarde
.believes that it was the powers of destruction which first struck the imagina-
tion of primitive man and were magnified by it, whereas the belief in kind
and creative spirits was of later origin. Tarde seems, however, to overlook
the important part which the stars and sex must have played in primitive
religious thought It is unthinkable that the aspect of the rising sun, which,
moreover, delivered the savage from the dangers and terrors of night and
darkness, should not have impressed him with the feeling of a supernatural
presence.
It is also necessary to bear in mind that all theories as to the origin of
primitive religions are but hypotheses, which may be more or less plausible
but are not demonstrable. It is impossible for us to know anything about it
with certainty.
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